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TI TLES 1
W DE: BOY PADDLI NG | N STREAM

TI TLE: SARAWAK GONE

MJUSI C. Thene nusic

MONTACE: TI TLES, TRUCKS, HEAVY MACHI NERY, CROSSI NG BRI DGE
ENTERI NG FOREST

SUBTI TLE: THE BI DAYUH AND THE DAM
POV: CROSSI NG BRI DGE

FADE QUT
| NTRODUCTI ON 2
MEDI UM ANDREW GARTON TO CAMERA.
Garton stands in front of a forest.
GARTON
(to canera)
Sarawak is one of two Ml aysi an
states on the island of Borneo
supporting nore than 40
sub- et hni ¢ groups whi ch incl ude
the I ban, Penan and Bi dayuh.
SUBTI TLE: ANDREW GARTON
CUT TO
LOCATI ON 3

GRAPHI CS: MAP OF MALAYSI A
W nove over map of Austral asia and hone in on Ml aysi a.

GARTON

(voi ce over)
The Bi dayuh are believed to
originate froman area call ed
Sungkong, a nount ai nous regi on
| ocated in what we today know as
West Kal i mantan. Al t hough
recorded in there as early as
1621, in the md to late 19th
century, the Bidayuh ventured
into the forests of Sarawak,
i ncl udi ng Bau, Padawan, Penrissen
and Serian to establish new
settlenments there. "Bidayuh"
means ’'inhabitants of |and .

( CONTI NUED)
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GRAPHI CS: MAP FOCUS ON SARAWAK
W see the island of Borneo and zero in on Sarawak.

GARTON

(cont’ d)
In 2008 | visited the direct
descendants of these early
settlers and the controversi al
damthreatening their inherited
land, their rights and
l'ivelihood.

GRAPHI CS: MAP CROSSI NG FOCUS ON UPPER BENGOH CATCHMENT

W see the Kalinmantan border and hone in on the Upper
Bengoh Catchnment pointing to the four villages Kanpung
Taba Sait, Kanmpung R oi, Kanmpung Sanban Tel eg and Kanung
Pai n Boj ong.

CRCSS- FADE TO
EXT. CAR, TRAVEL
Travel ling to Upper Bengoh.

GARTON (cont’ d)
(cont’ d)
They are the buil ders of
Sarawak’ s uni que banboo bri dges,
both natives of Sarawak and
citizens of Malaysia. They are
t he Bi dayuh of Upper Bengoh.

CUT TO

THE DAM 4
SUBTI TLE: THE BI DAYUH OF UPPER BENGOH
EXTREME W DE SHOT: FORESTS OF BENGOH
GARTON
(voi ce over)
Four Bi dayuh Kanpungs, or
villages, are located on the site
of the Bengoh Dam designed to
neet the disputed water needs of
Kuchi ng.
MONTAGE: FOREST, FLORA

Establish the vast area to be subnerged by the dam
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GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over)
Wth no water conservation
measures in place, repairs to
exi sting infrastructure neither
under way nor planned
and hinging on a publicly
suppressed Kuching Water Supply
St udy, the proposed Bengoh Dam
catchment will consume an area of
12, 700 hectares, the damitself
swal l owi ng up to 8.5 square
kil ometres of flora and fauna
i ncl udi ng 199 Bi dayuh famli es,
their heritage farns,
fishing, hunting and buri al
grounds, their custons,
practices, and their Native
Cust omary Ri ghts.

KAMPUNGS
EXT: HAND- HELD, JUNGLE, VARI QUS SHOTS
Wal ki ng through the forest.

GARTON

(voi ce over)
The Bi dayuh Kanpungs are
accessi ble only by foot and yet
some hones have sol ar power,
generators. The two Upper Bengoh
school s have satellite dishes and
I nternet access. Everything, from
refrigerators to fuel, building
materials and furniture are
carried by porters crossing
banboo bridges, negotiating steep
sl opes, frequent storns and nud.

Crossi ng banboo bridge, heading to Kanmpung Sait.

KAMPUNG TABA SAI T
PAN: KAMPUNG SAI T
Ent eri ng Kanpung Taba Sait.
SUBTI TLE: KAMPUNG TABA SAI T, 54 FAM LI ES
GARTON
(voi ce over)

Kanmpung Taba Sait is a |lowlying
village literally suspended above

( MORE

3.
5
FADE OUT
6
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GARTON (cont’ d)
a valley on a patchwork of banboo
and stilts. Villagers live in
cl ose proximty to each other.

MONTAGE: VI LLAGE LI FE

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
They store rice in their homes up
to five years in advance and
[ight their Kanmpung with a
conbi nati on of solar power and a
singl e generator. Their farns,
hunting grounds, fresh water
fishing and Taba Sait’s self
reliance will be entirely fl ooded
by the Benghoh Dam

CUT TO

KAMPUNG REJO 7
POV: FOREST TRAI L
Leaving Sait for Rejoi

GARTON

(voi ce over)
Cetting to Kanpung Rejoi |
crossed several inpeccably
engi neered bridges nmade from
banboo and wire strung over the
Sarawak Kiri river. Established,
wel | tendered gardens run the
perinmeter of many of the hones in
Rejoi, each built with tinber or
concrete. Tiled bathroons, anple
ki tchens and wel | kept soci al
areas are common. Many houses had
man- made ponds near by provide
with ready access to fish for
eating. These are |ovely hones of
a wel com ng and generous peopl e.

EXT: CROSSI NG SMALL BAMBOO BRI DGE | NTO KAMPONG REJO
Enteri ng Kanpong Rej oi

SUBTI TLE: KAMPUNG REJO, 41 FAM LI ES

EXT: REJO

Village life, in gardens.

( CONTI NUED)
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Prepari ng

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
Bot h Senmban and Rejoi villagers
are descendants from a peopl e
call ed the Bienban or ’peopl e of
Enban’, naned after the Enban
River. Their early | eaders and
warriors were | egendary, fiercely
defending their settlenents.

The Sarawak Gazette, in articles
publ i shed from 1885 to 1887,
descri bed the Senban as living in
an area that would, in later
years be known as Senban Native
Customary Rights Land. Kanpung
Rejoi is situated on this |and.

f ood.

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
Fish, rice, chicken, wld boar
and fruit are the staple of all
t he Kanpungs in the region.
Kampung farns support cash crops
such as pepper, rubber, pineapple
and cocoa. Locally grown food
i nclude rice, papaya and
durian... One had to be rem nded
that everything else is carried
into these villages, fromtinned
food to generators and the fue
to power them

KAVPUNG SEMBAN TELEG

SUBTI TLE:

KAVPUNG SEMBAN TELEG, 50 FAM LI ES

EXT: ENTERI NG THE VI LLAGE

GARTON

(voi ce over)
Kampung Senban Tel eg, the highest
of all four villages, and the
nost difficult to reach, is hone
to a small nunber of elderly
worren known for the gold rings
t hey wear around their arns and
ankles. A tradition, sone say,
that grew at the tinme the Chinese
had established tradi ng routes
al ong the west coast of Borneo as
early as the twelfth century.

CUT TO

( CONTI NUED)
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EXT: VI LLAGE LIFE

W see a man cutting a coconut, wonen carrying goods,
gardens and wel |l built hones.

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
Senban is a well established
community only requiring an
access road to inprove conditions
here. Despite being well above
t he proposed catchnent, the
resi dents of Senmban will also be
rel ocated. The devel opnent’s
Envi ronnment al | npact Assessnent
refers to a proposed Resort for
the region. It’s unlikely the
resort’s devel opers woul d want
their residents to | ook out over
Sarawak’ s newest man- nmade | ake
onto the inhabitants of a Bi dayuh
vi |l | age.

CUT TO

KAVPUNG PAI N BQJONG 9
SUBTI TLE: KAMPUNG PAI N BOJONG, 54 FAM LI ES

GARTON
(voi ce over)
Kanpung Pain Bojong is a | ow
lying village that has existed in
t he regi on according to oral
hi story records, as early as
1893.

CUT TO | NTERVI EW

BODU ANAK DAYU
W’ ve been here since 1893. Qur
great grandparents by the nane of
Saang and Sandung cl eared Bung
Jogong for their first settlenent
after they cane down from Bung
Kiding in 1893.

EXT: VI LLAGE LI FE
SUBTI TLE: BODUI ANAK DAYU, KANMPONG BOJONG

BODUI ANAK DAYU (cont’d)
(voi ce over, cont’d)
There were quite a nunber of
fam lies at Bung Jogong by that
time before they decided to split

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 7.

SUBTI TLE:

BODU ANAK DAYU (cont’ d)
and mgrate to Sait and sone to
Pain. In 1984, our village was
razed by fire, then we noved
further up to the place called
Boj ong in 1985, which is our
present settlenent.

GARTON

(voi ce over)
Built on the banks of the Sarawak
Kiri river, Bojong is the cl osest
village to the dam construction
site. Afewof its men work for
t he construction conpany as
| abourers, but nmany woul d prefer
not to | eave.

JAM S ANAK JOHN
We think they will cheat us. They
said they will pay us but
actual ly, we are kicked out from
our place w thout conpensation.
And at the new place, we have to
be in debt, our house, no food,
and fromwhere would we get our
noney?

JAM S ANAK JOHN, KAMPONG BQJONG

JAM S ANAK JOHN (cont’ d)
|f we have to nove to the new
place, if we have to pay for our
houses, there’'s no point to be in
debt. How do we pay these if
there are no jobs there?

BODUI ANAK DAYU
From t he begi nning since we live
here, we farm we got enough to
eat. As a farner, each famly of
two persons, husband and wife,
need at | east about 6 acres of
land for farmng a year.

BODU ANAK DAYU
(cont’ d)

So, | heard about the
governnent’s promse to give us 3
acres if we were to be resettled.
VWhat wi Il happen to us as
farnmers, since the rotation
period for hill padi farmng
t akes about 15 years?

Before the water rises, | want to
say sonet hing here because |

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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BODU ANAK DAYU (cont’ d)
t hi nk, once the damis conpl eted,
we are not allowed to pollute the
water will be accused of
polluting water. We will not be
allowed to use it or pass through
it. So, fromwhere should we
wal k? | ask of the governnent
that if we nove to a new
| ocation, the governnment mnust
abi de by their prom se when they
first arrive to this village. The
must not forget their promse to
us, that is, we are to nove above
the fl ooded area, above the
perinmeter survey, because it is
difficult to nove to anot her
pl ace.

So, we will give our |land and our
farns inside the perinmeter survey
to them W request the
governnment to pay us fairly, a
fair price because it’'s our |and
and our properties, because
everything inside the area wll
be flooded, it will be lost and
we won’t have any right to the

| and again, that is the reason.
But we can nove to the higher
ground, which is outside the

fl ooded area, because we were
prom sed in the past that the
government will make roads and
clear the area for us where we
can build our hones, build a
clinic, football field, conmmunity
hal |, these were what we were
prom sed, and in the reservoir,
they will give us an area where
we can do fish farmng, so a fish
cage woul d be allocated to one
famly, each famly would tend to
their own fish. That was what we
wer e promn sed.

W | eave Kanpong Boj ong.

DAM CONSTRUCTI ON
EXT: CONSTRUCTI ON SI TE.

St epping out of jungle into construction site.

SUBTI TLE: BENGOH DAM CONSTRUCTI ON SI TE

FADE OUT

10
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GARTON
Whet her you' re going in or
| eavi ng Upper Bengoh you' Il wal k

straight into this...
SLOW PAN
We see construction site, trucks, graders, etc.

GARTON

(voi ce over)
Construction began well before
any one knew what was goi ng on.
The Environnent | npact Assessnent
had not yet been nade public and
bul | dozers were already clearing
Bi dayuh farm ands for a quarry
sparking a series of injunctions
to prevent further trespass into
what has becone anot her one of
the many native custonmary | and
di sputes sitting in Sarawaks
courts.

MONTAGE: VARI QUS, VIDEQ, STILLS OF CONSTRUCTI ON SI TE.

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
The danis constructi on was
awar ded to Nai m Cendera Lapan, a
conpany headed by Sarawak’ s Chi ef
Mnister’s first cousin, Haned
Sepawi . Nai m Chendra Lapan
out sourced the job of building
the damto the Chinese
conpany, Si no Hydro, for half of
the contracted budget.

GARTON (cont’ d)
(voi ce over, cont’d)
Consi der ed busi ness as usual
anongst the powerful corporate
elite in Sarawak, the |inks
bet ween t hem and governnent are
deep and wel | protected.

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
The Bi dayuh have none of the
protections afforded Sarawaks
private conpani es. The Gover nnent
has sent its own people to do the
wor k of Nai m Cendera Lapan,
enlisting Bidayuh to support
resettlement. Whilst some Bidayuh
have have signed bl ank docunents
ot hers have been bribed with

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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GARTON (cont’ d)
offers of nore | and and noney to
turn against their comunity
| eaders and intimdate their
supporters.

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
Taba Sait, Pain Bojong and Rej oi
- will be fully submerged when
the damis fully conpleted in
July 2010. In all, 199 famlies
with a total population of around
1,300 people wll be displaced

GARTON (cont’ d)

(voi ce over, cont’d)
No anmount of conpensation wll
replace the Bidayuh’s culture and
their traditions. Resettlenent
will lead the Bidayuh out of
their land and into a world many
Bi dayuh cl aimthey have no need
for.

SI MO

(to canera)
Everythi ng we oursel ves do and
find it and with have that thing
free, and then when if we have
some noney also we don’t have to
spend to buy other things but
just to spend for nmy children to
school only. So those other
things we don’t have to buy.

SUBTI TLE: SI MO ANAK SEKAM KAMPONG REJO

SI MO (cont’ d)
| f anybody el se say can | eave
Rejoi it is very hard for ne to
answer, because Rejoi is the
pl ace where the great great grand
not her before belong to them
until now. We have to protects
t hat | and.

CUT TO
TEXT PLATE: In COctober 2009 the Bi dayuh of Upper Bengoh
served a Wit of Summons and Statenment of clains to the

Kuchi ng H gh Court in Sarawak. They have decl ared the
construction of the damillegal and unconstitutional.

FADE TO
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